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An old testament prophet named Micah 
brought Godôs word into a situation 
where the poor, the disempowered and 
the voiceless were being oppressed 
and downtrodden.  
 
The gap between the rich and the poor 
had increased through exploitation and 
other unjust means, and all the while 
Godôs people had at best stood by and 
allowed this to occur, or worse, actively 
contributed to the oppression of the 
vulnerable in society. 
 
God challenged His people and they were 
stuck as to how to respond, so were 
reminded of what God requires ï that they 
ñact justly, love mercy and walk humbly 
with [their] God.ò 
 
And guess what? Godôs heart hasnôt 
changed! Our God is still concerned for the 

least, the last and the lost. And we, just 
like Israel back in Micahôs day, have a 
gospel-motivated responsibility to be about 
the business of reflecting His heart to the 
world we live in. 
 
So, what does this mean for us?  Well, far 
more than could be said in 500 words, but 
it includes the followingé 
 

Act justly: That we reflect Godôs heart 
for fairness and justice not only in our daily 
personal dealings but also that we use the 
voice God has given us on behalf of those 
that may have no voice of their own, and 
that we confront the systems and 
processes in our society that oppress and 
harm the people made in His own image. 
May our righteous anger lead to action to 
alleviate the suffering experienced by the 
powerless! 
 

Love mercy: As a people brought into 
right relationship with God at unimaginable 
cost, and recipients of mercy beyond 
measure, could we grow in awe and 
wonder at the glory of the cross?  
 
This may sound like a nice idea, but 
thereôs a risk.  You see, the more we 
appreciate the enormity of what God has 
done to bring us into relationship with Him, 
through Christ Jesus, His Son, the more 
extravagant our worship becomes.  And 
the more our actions reflect His heart, the 
more gladly we incur the cost of being His 
hands and feet, showing compassion to 
those in need. It can be messy and costly, 
but I rather suspect itôs where we 
increasingly need to engage with the 
world. 
 

Walk humbly: I donôt want to burst your 
bubble ï or my own! ï but God is God, we 
are not (and believe me, this is very good 
news). So letôs resist the temptation to 
hear a call to action and rush ahead, 
neither waiting nor checking to see how 
God wants us to respond.  
 
Let us reflect our known need for God by 
remembering to pray without ceasing (1 
Thess 5:17), committing all that we see 
(need) and all that we do (action) to Him, 
being ready to be part of His answer.   
 
We may hear more around Micah 6:8 
throughout 2019, but until then, let us be a 
community who ópray as though everything 
depended on God, and work ï towards 
living out Micah 6:8 together ï as if 
everything depended on us.ô (Saint 
Augustine). 

With love,  Steve 

. 

Hope Community Church 
 

We seek to be evangelical in our 
understanding and charismatic in our 

experience.  
 

Together we live to glorify God, serve his 
church and reach his world.  

 
Insight is the monthly newsletter, 
prepared by Margaret and Stephen 

Winfield and published in print and on-line 
by Hope Community Church, Stalybridge 
Road, Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 

6NF. Tel. 01457 764113.  
 

Articles for inclusion should be 
submitted before the deadline indicated on 
the ôdiary datesô page. Contributions 

should be sent to 4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or 
by e-mail to 

 stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com 
 

We do ask that contributors submit their 
name for inclusion with submissions, as 
personal contributions are accepted on the 

understanding that they are not 
necessarily the opinions of the Editors or 

the Church Elders.   
 

Church Child Protection Policy 
All church childrenôs and young peopleôs 
work is carried out by personnel who have 
undergone disclosures and in accordance 
with the Churchôs Child Protection Policy.  
To view this policy please call 01457 

764113.ô 

Steve Percy                                                           Pastor, Hope Community Church  

Cover and additional photos 
courtesy of freelyphotos.com 

Event Location Key 
APS = Arundale Primary School 
HCC = Stalybridge Road Chapel 

Silver = Silver Sunday Service @ Balmoral 
Care Home 
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Menôs Breakfast | Saturday 9th February 
 
Our next menôs breakfast is scheduled for Saturday 9th February| 
8am-10am | MEC. Please let Martyn Catterall know if you are coming 
for catering purposes. 
 

Silver Sunday | Sunday 10th February  
 
Silver Sundays are an opportunity to provide a brief time of 
worship for the residents of Balmoral Nursing Home in Mottram. 
We gather at 3pm and sing some favourite old hymns, pray and have a short talk from 
the Bible. Then there is an opportunity to chat with the residents and develop our 
friendships with them.  
 
Our next opportunity for this simple time of worship is Sunday 10th February. If you are 
available and willing to join us on these occasions, please come along! For further 
information, see Debs Fidler. 
 

Week of Prayer & Fasting | 
Sunday 17th to Saturday 23rd 
February 
 
We are calling the church together for 
another week of prayer and fasting together 
in February as we continue to seek God for 
his vision and strategies. During this week, 
we will arrange a number of morning, daytime and evening gatherings to pray together 
and to share what God is doing and saying as we take our next steps on the mission 
for which we have been set apart. We will publish the dates of these gatherings in the 
weekly notice sheet and by email.  

 
Prayer and Vision Evening | Wednesday 20th February 
 
Our next Prayer & Vision evening will take place on 
Wednesday 20th February at 8pm at HCC. These 
evenings are an opportunity to worship God and 
seek him together for increasing revelation of his will 
and purpose for us as a church and also to pray 
about matters of concern for our congregation, the 
Church, our community and our country. Small group meetings are cancelled during 
Prayer & Vision week to enable as many as possible to join us! 

Life in the Spirit Conference | 25th ï 28th February 
 
ñWe live in an age of confusion. Unbelief 
continues to grow, yet religions flourish. 
Secularism remains dominant, yet spirituality 
thrives. Austerity still bites, yet extravagance 
dictates. Post-modernity promotes free 
expression, yet righteousness is censored!  
 
Despite these tensions, the church of Jesus is gaining new ground and is preparing for 
opportunities ahead. The challenge then is to maintain our prophetic voice and 
cultivate our cutting edge.ò 
 
Join with other members of the Kinetic Network at their annual Life in the Spirit 
conference as we explore together what it means for the church to be ñNeeded, not 
Wantedò. 25th-28th February at the Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. 
 

Eden Bus Outreach to Young 
People in Hyde | Prayer Dates 
 
Please feel free to join us: 
 
Fri  1st Feb.  Prayer Meeting  
   @ Zion 7 to 8 pm 
Thu  7th Feb.  Prayer Walk 7 to 8 pm  
   (from 135 Lumn Road) 
Fri  8th Feb.  Eden Bus Session 1  
   @ Market Square Hyde  

         7 to 9.30 pm 
 

Prayer for Prodigals | Tue 26th 
February | 8pm 
 
A small group meet to pray for prodigals each 4th 
Tuesday of the month starting at 8 pm in the church 
premises.  
 
Do come along to intercede on behalf of 
those who are ña long way off éò. 

Hope Community Church Matters  
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Thank you Jesus for your Vision and Kindness 
and thank you Church for your generosity and 
prayers!  
 
Some individuals have come forward 
promising to sponsor a Doctor for the 
Health Centre and others have given 
money towards the work: Thank You.  
 
God is also opening the doors to 
have Health Insurance patients, 
cutting the red tape.  
 
We are hopeful that in a couple of 
months we will be able to have 
Insurance patients, and then we can 
have more income to help us to care for 
the poor in the community and also 
reach out with Health Education as well 
as prayer.  
 
In order to attract the poorer mothers 
and babies we apparently also have to 
build a  small unit 
next to the Health 
Centre ï following 
Government 
Instructions! We are 
making progress 
with the plans and 
the total cost will 
only cost Ã1,700 
maximum, and then 
we will be open to 
meet their needs; 
and if they are  ill, 
they can be treated 
by our Tazama na 
Tunza Health 
Centre(TTD).  
 
Public Health 
Tanzania have 
already said that, as 
our Health Centre is 
ñthe modern Health 
Centreò model for 
others, we can 
move ahead with 
both Insurance and 
Mothers and 
babies.  
 
Godôs vision is so 
much bigger than 

ours! 
To encourage you with 2 examples:  
 
Dr Severin treated 2 patients the day before we 

left Dodoma: one was an 
ordinary womanôs condition 
that had been miss-diagnosed 
and miss-treated elsewhere 
and she came to TTD and took 
the medication and came to 
thank him for his advice and 
that she was already healed.  
 
Another patient had eye 
problems and Dr Severin 
spent some time explaining 
the treatment and giving him 
medication. He recovered and 
he came back with his brother 
who also needed treatment. 
 
Dianne, one of our Health 
Volunteers that we train 
annually, visited a patient in 
the community with a large 
swelling. She gave her general 

advice, especially drinking more water and 
taking less salt and fat. She was later 
diagnosed with heart failure at hospital. She 
went from hospital to hospital and spent from 
Ã5-Ã70 each time, which she could not afford, 
and built up debts. In the end she gave up and 
went for 2 weeks without medication. She then 
came to TTD with Dianne and was assessed 
and treated for her symptoms and is now back 
doing housework and living a contented life in 
the community. She is 86. 
 
So the health issues in Tanzania are 
complex, in many, many ways.  
 

Praise God he has a way 
forward for the Tanzanian 
people whom he loves with 
such passion. And we are 
all part of that vision!  
 
As we close for press comes 
the news that a couple have 
already offered to pay for the 
mamas and babies unit!  
 
Praise God for His hand on 
the work 

Ruth 

Photos: proposed Mothers Unit, 
Dr Severin, Dianne with patient 

Sunday 10th February 
 
How to understand, apply and 
teach the Bible.  
 
Many of us find the Bible a difficult, at times 

confusing book to read, and yet nearly all of us would agree that it is the infallible 
and inspired Word of God which we must faithfully study and apply to our lives if we 
are to become that radical, distinctive, light-bearing and God-honouring community 
which we are called to be. 
 
Around 40 people from 4 or 5 churches gathered at the first session of ñSearch the 
Scripturesò in January and were stimulated, refreshed and challenged by Mat 
Martinôs excellent light and interactive introduction to how we can better understand, 
apply and teach the Scriptures. It was packed full of helpful insights and reminders 
of the beauty, purpose and power of the Bible. 
 
Session 2 will take place on Sunday 10th February from 7.00 pm to 8.30 pm. 
Refreshments will be provided. Subsequent sessions will take place on the second 
Sunday each month. 
 
God has graciously gifted Mat and Elisabeth Martin and their four children to this 
church, and we are delighted to have this opportunity to be built up and 
strengthened as God works in us through a man operating in the gifting God has 
graced him with. Mat has a Masterôs degree in Biblical Exegesis from Wheaton 
College, Illinois, and as many will have seen already, he is a gifted and passionate 

communicator of Godôs Word.  
 
I strongly encourage as many people 
as possible to attend these sessions 
and to get them booked into our 
diaries well in advance. There will be 
written notes available and we will 
endeavour to record the sessions. 
We will also extend an invitation to 
other churches to join with us. Hope 
to see you there. 
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In 2017, we became increasingly aware of the scale of 
loneliness in Tameside through the police connection with 
Silver Cord.  

On Christmas Day, 
the pain of isolation 
can be extremely 
heightened, so it was 
decided that in 2018 
we would offer a 
warm welcome and 
dinner to those who 
would otherwise be alone on 
the day. 
 
The response from the church 
and local community was 
incredible - many coming 
forward to help or give in 
some way.  
 
We also had support from 
Action Together who gave us 
a micro-grant towards the 
cost. We seated 65 on the day 

(around 40 were guests from in and around 
Tameside and Glossop). People were referred 
through PCSO's, social workers, care services 
and word of mouth.  
 
We enjoyed an excellent dinner (mostly 
prepared by Mimi's in Hollingworth) followed by 

some very fine entertainment. The children then gave gift bags to all 
who came and we closed with the Queen's speech.  
 
Volunteers from church sat at each table, helping greatly to keep 
the conversation flowing and adding to the family-feel of the 
afternoon. 
 
There were many ways that people contributed to the day: 
decorating the church; serving in the kitchen; providing food; 

transport; financially; singing and playing; preparing gifts, and praying!  
 
A huge thank you to every one of you, it was a great team effort. 
More than that - it was a joy! 
 
There were also some very touching moments, including an elderly 
gentleman who shared a poem he had written that put into words the 
gospel message of Christmas. Before leaving, one person commented: 
'That was my first Christmas Day dinner in ten years - it made me feel 
human again'. One said they hadn't celebrated Christmas properly 
before and another said 'it made me want to go back to church'. 
 
The Birthday Boy was in the detail and in the day and deserves every bit 
of glory! Thank you Jesus. We are already taking bookings for 2019! 

Debs. 


