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Itôs that time of year again when 
many of us make some kind of 
New Yearôs resolution. 
 
Maybe weôll resolve to losing weight, 
getting fitter, saving some money or 
becoming closer to God. However, the 
statistics Iôve seen tell us that only 1 in 12 
people achieve their goals and that most 
people have quit trying by February! 
 
The reason so many of us donôt reach 
our goals is because even though we 
resolve to change, we donôt take the 
practical steps necessary for it to 
happen. We have no chance. 
 
If we want to lose weight and get fitter we 
must change our diet and increase our 
exercise, if we want to save some money 
we must review our spending and plan to 
put a little aside each week or month, if 

we want to grow closer to God we must 
commit to spending regular time with 
Him.  
 
Iôm going to suggest a couple of New 
Yearôs resolutions, that if we commit to, 
will lead to us both growing in Christ and 
becoming the flourishing healthy church 
that we strive to be. 
 
Let us commit to growing in personal 
intimacy with Jesus.  
 
Growing personal intimacy with Jesus is 
a sign of Christian maturity and of His 
work in our lives. A couple of simple 
areas where many of us can grow are by 
spending more regular time reading the 
Bible and praying. Iôm not suggesting we 
become religious here, but I do believe 
that increased personal discipline in our 
Bible reading and prayer lives, will bring 
us closer to God. 

Let us commit to grow in corporate 
unity together.  
 
Unity within the church community is an 
outward sign of our Christian maturity 
and evidence of Jesus work amongst us 
(Ephesians 4). As we recently went 
through the process of choosing our new 
name together, the theme of community 
was one that people were particularly 
passionate about. As we worked to find 
one word that clearly conveyed all we 
hoped for, the sense of what we were all 
looking for was quite clear.  
 
We long to be a warm, loving, close 
community that shares life together and 
looks after each other. In order for this to 
really happen we need to take some 
practical steps.  
 
We need to make a point of getting to 
know people better, not just superficially, 
but significantly. Let us commit to eating 
more meals and drinking more coffee 
together, being careful not to miss people 
out.  
 
Also be brave and ask for practical help if 
you need it - this gives us a chance to 
meet each otherôs needs and get to know 
each other better whilst doing it.  
 
Jesus will build His Church and 
nothing can stop Him - letôs resolve to 
playing our part in that ï let us 
commit together to taking the 
practical steps to grow in personal 
intimacy with Jesus and unity 
together, so that He may be glorified. 
 

Simon D. 

Hope Community Church 
 

We seek to be evangelical in our 
understanding and charismatic in our 

experience.  
 

Together we live to glorify God, serve 
his church and reach his world.  

 
Insight is the monthly newsletter, 
prepared by Margaret and Stephen 
Winfield and published in print and on-
line by Hope Community Church, 
Stalybridge Road, Mottram, Hyde, 
Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel. 01457 

764113.  
 

Articles for inclusion should be 
submitted before the deadline indicated 
on the ôdiary datesô page. Contributions 
should be sent to 4, Hall Drive, 
Mottram, or by e-mail to 

 stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com 
 

We do ask that contributors submit their 
name for inclusion with submissions, as 
personal contributions are accepted on 
the understanding that they are not 
necessarily the opinions of the Editors 

or the Church Elders.   
 

Church Child Protection Policy 
All church childrenôs and young 
peopleôs work is carried out by 
personnel who have undergone 

disclosures and in accordance with the 
Churchôs Child Protection Policy.  To 
view this policy please call 01457 

764113.ô 

Cover and additional photos 
courtesy of freelyphotos.com 

Simon Davidson                                                     Elder, Hope Community Church  
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Menôs Breakfast | Saturday 12th January 
 
Our next menôs breakfast is scheduled for Saturday 12th January | 
8am-10am | MEC. Please let Martyn Catterall know if you are coming 
for catering purposes. 
 

Silver Sunday | Sunday 13th January  
 
Silver Sundays are an opportunity to provide a brief time of 
worship for the residents of Balmoral Nursing Home in Mottram. 
We gather at 3pm and sing some favourite old hymns, pray and have a short talk from 
the Bible. Then there is an opportunity to chat with the residents and develop our 
friendships with them.  
 
Our next opportunity for this simple time of worship is Sunday 13th January. If you are 
available and willing to join us on these occasions, please come along! For further 
information, see Debs Fidler. 
 

Prayer and Vision Evening | Wednesday 23rd January 
 
Our next Prayer & Vision evening will take place on 
Wednesday 23rd January at 8pm at HCC. Our P&V evenings 
are an opportunity to worship God and seek him together for 
increasing revelation of his will and purpose for us as a 
church and also to pray about matters of concern for our congregation, the Church, our 
community and our country. Small group meetings are cancelled during P&V week to 
enable as many as possible to join us! 
 

Life in the Spirit Conference | 25th ï 28th February 
 
ñWe live in an age of confusion. Unbelief 
continues to grow, yet religions flourish. 
Secularism remains dominant, yet spirituality 
thrives. Austerity still bites, yet extravagance 
dictates. Post-modernity promotes free expression, yet righteousness is censored! 
Despite these tensions, the church of Jesus is gaining new ground and is preparing for 
opportunities ahead. The challenge then is to maintain our prophetic voice and 
cultivate our cutting edge.ò 
 
Join with other members of the Kinetic Network at their annual Life in the Spirit 
conference as we explore together what it means for the church to be ñNeeded, not 
Wantedò. 25th-28th February at the Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. 

Eden Bus Outreach to Young 
People in Hyde | Prayer Dates 
 
Please feel free to join us:  
Fri  4th Jan Prayer Meeting @ Zion 7-8 
Thu  10th Jan  Prayer Walk 7-8 
Fri  18th Jan  Prayer Meeting @Zion 7-8 
Fri  25th Jan  Eden Bus Training @ The Message 7-8.30 (all are welcome) 
Sat  26th Jan Weekend of Prayer & Fasting - Prayer Meeting @ Zion 7-8 
Sun 27th Jan  Weekend of Prayer & Fasting - Prayer Meeting @ Zion 7-8 
Fri  1st Feb  Prayer Meeting @ Zion 7-8 
Thu  7th Feb  Prayer Walk 7-8 
Fri  8th Feb  Eden Bus Session 1 @ Market Square Hyde 7-9.30 
 
Prayer walks will start from 135, Lumn Road Hyde SK141PU. 
 

Community Church, Community Lunch | Sun 27th January 
 
Please accept a warm invitation to stay behind at 
Arundale after our morning meeting on Sunday 
27th January for lunch together.  
 
Warm food will be provided for the main course, but 
feel free to bring your own dessert with you.  
 
Letôs make the most of the opportunity to spend a 
little more time than we normally have to chat and 
strengthen our relationships together.  
 
Why not use this as an opportunity to invite a friend 
to come along to church with you? 
 

Prayer for Prodigals | Tue 22nd January | 8pm 
 
A small group meet to pray for prodigals each 4th Tuesday of the 
month starting at 8pm in the church premises.  
 
Do come along to intercede on behalf of those 
who are ña long way off éò. 

Hope Community Church Matters  
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Godôs Jigsaw stage 2! 
At the end of November, Dr Laura and I did a flying visit 
to Dodoma for a very intense visit to assess the Health 
Centre vision and practice and help re-align the business 
plan for the Tazama na Tunza Dispensary. God reminded 
us that this is His work, whatever problems we saw and 
whatever barriers we saw we had to overcome.  
 
The Jigsaw 
The Health Centre is spotlessly clean for Africa and very 
caring and efficient. 
We arrived 1 week before the contracts 
were to be renewed (or not) after 6 
months of the workersô probation. 
We had 3 days for me to look and listen 
and for Laura to go through the accounts. 
We had a business plan by day 4 and we 
knew which staff were to come with us on 
the vision. 
Day 5 we checked out that the business 
plan will work with the TTD team and that 
they were willing for change. 
We agreed with the Tazama na Tunza 
Dispensary committee for the way 
forward on day 6. 
 
The Tanzanian issues are:  

¶ Enormous amounts of red tape 
blocking the Health Centre doing 
such things as Hypertension, HIV, 
Family Planning clinics, with 
permissions needing to be applied 
for to be registered separately for 
each condition. 

¶ Legally no Health Centre is allowed 
to advertise at all. 

¶ The better off patients who have 
health insurance cannot come until 
we are established, and so their 
footfall through the Health 
Centre could not support the 
poorer patients. 

¶ Then there are issues like the 
Injection room has to be 
separate from the Wound 
Dressings room, even though 
they may not be used much.  

¶ The biggest issue is that in 
the underdeveloped areas of 
the world, people do not seek 
out medical help until it is an 
emergency. This is well 
recognised by all agencies 
e.g. WHO, UNICEF. This is 
due to culture, fear and cost.  

 
Our Way Forward 
So in our approach to health, we 
are trying to break this attitude, 
so that people can come with 
the early symptoms because 
they will know that they will get 

health advice and support and the costs are as cheap as 
we can manage. 
 
We are radical in our approach to healthcare in Tanzania, 
and always include Health Education for each patient and 
also the Tazama na Tunza volunteers visiting the patients 
at home if they have chronic conditions and are very 
poor, to encourage and help them. We also include 
prayer and spiritual support where needed, and have had 
some remarkable experiences of healing with patients of 
all faiths. 

 
Of the 12 workers, we gave 8 contracts 
and we placed Severin as lead Doctor in 
overall charge. Chip the Pharmacist is 
brilliant and dedicated so we promoted 
him, as there was a lack of leadership 
within that team. This will be a very 
happy, dedicated team.  
 
We have also raised some prices, as 
some people wondered why we were so 
cheap! We have also applied to register 
for Mamas and children, and started the 
procedure for taking on Insurance 
patients.  
 
Unbelievably, even though we have a 
spacious Health Centre, we have to build 
a shelter outside, which we agreed to, in 
order to have the mamas and children. It 
then transpired that this is some shelter! 
See picture! Zeph is getting a price for us.  
 
Referrals to the volunteers to visit 
patients to support and pray for them will 
hopefully be more streamlined and the 
booklets that I wrote some years ago are 
perfect for giving patients with the words 

Tazama (Look) and Tunza (Care) 
under each condition ï a natural 
ñadvertisementò! We will also put 
up more signposts for the clinic.  
 
As Tanzania (UK) Trust we will 
still have to support the work with 
Ã500 a month and we are asking 
for donations for supporting the 
Doctors wages monthly. The plan 
is that the Health Centre will be 
self-sustaining within 2 years, if 
the patients start coming in as we 
cut through the red tape. We will 
also look at whether English 
training/trained Doctors will 
consider an Internship at the 
Health Centre for a few months.  
 
So Godôs plans are so much 
bigger than our plans and this 
pioneer work has only just 
beguné What a Jigsaw! Ruth 

Dr Severin and Dr Dom, Dori: Laboratory 
Technician, Volunteers with patients and 

the plan for the ñShelterò 

Rachel Facer-Smith was a regular at HCC 
but now lives in Dodoma, Tanzania, where 
she has helped set up a small nursery in the 
TAG church at Chang'ombe Dodoma. 
 
The area is extremely poor. The children often 
arrive dirty and in rags and are always hungry 
and thirsty. So the nursery provides drinking 
water and a porridge, with additional protein, 
vitamins and minerals. 
 
Rachel is in England for January and would 
really like some help with things you may no 
longer need or would like to donate. 
. 
She would really like;- 

¶ small books children read to themselves 
that are made from materials like card 
board, plastic, cloth etc. to make them 
stronger for young hands to pull. 

¶ Paperback story books the teachers will 
read to the children, we try to read a 
different story each day.  

¶ Plastic animals, animal toys, plastic food 
items and anything else like this that we can 
use for story illustrations. 

¶ Play dough cutters and children's scissors. 

¶ Clothes for 3,4 and 5 year olds. Trousers, 
under pants, leggings, etc. The teachers are 
also asking for some jumpers which amazes 
me. they say it will be cold soon. They mean 
25 degrees but the children dress in warm 
clothes as if it is freezing. 

 
Rachel will be in the 
UK from 17th 
December until 28th 
January, so if you 
have any of the 
items she needs, 
please bring them 
along to her then.  

Rachelõs Nursery Appeal 

Many of us find the Bible a difficult, at times 
confusing, book to read.  
 
And yet nearly all of us would agree that it is the infallible 
and inspired Word of God which we must faithfully study 
and apply to our lives if we are to become that radical, 
distinctive, light-bearing and God-honouring community 
which we are called to be. 
 
So, beginning on the second Sunday in January 2019, 
and each second Sunday until June 2019, and then from 
September 2019 until March 2020, we are planning to 
provide some basic training suitable for all of us to learn 
how to understand, apply and teach the Bible to each 
other!  
 
All are welcome. 
 
Mat Martin will lead these sessions.  
 
God has graciously gifted Mat and Elisabeth Martin and 
their four children to this church, and we are enthusiastic 
about providing an opportunity for Matôs love for the Bible 
to be expressed using the gifts he has been given. Mat 
has a Masterôs degree in Biblical Exegesis from Wheaton 
College, Illinois, and as many will have seen already, he 
is a gifted and passionate communicator of Godôs Word. 
(Tragically, however, his sanctification is not yet 
complete: he admits to being an Arsenal fan!) 
 
I strongly encourage as many people as possible to 
attend these sessions and to get them booked into our 
diaries well in advance. There will be written notes 
available and we will endeavour to record the sessions. 
We will also extend an invitation to other churches to join 
with us. Hope to see you there. 

Martyn 
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Jenny and I have had the most amazing 
time in East Africa these last few weeks.  
 
As usual we have been treated as family, 
which is such a privilege, and both of us 
have been re-envisioned for the work here.  
 
Jenny was unsure if she would dispense 
any reading glasses. Well, Zephaniah 
asked if she would. She dispensed an 
incredible 94 pairs in four morning sessions 
at the Health Centre helped by one of the 
doctors. It is such a blessing to see the 
smiles when people are able to read!  
 
We enjoyed sharing with everyone at 
Shakwanande's marriage to Innocent: what a 
privilege to have been there representing you folks 
back home.  
 
We thank God for the continuing partnership with 
our Tanzanian family. There is so much more to tell 
from unexpectedly spending two days with Moses 
and his family, to a relaxing few days in Elizabeth's 
family home in the village of Meru, part-way up Mt 
Meru, to amazing visits to three game parks, to 
many hours travelling between Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam.  
 
Please ask us lots of questions and thank you for all 
your prayers.  

Alan and Jenny 

Gareth Cottrellõs 

Brainiac  

A fund raising event in support of Jamie-Ann 
Patterson as she goes to teach English in 

China 

Get a team together and find out if you can 
become the Brainiacs of HCC.  

 

¶ Could it be your fellowship group?  

¶ Maybe your family or friends group?  

¶ Will youth triumph over experience?  

¶ Will it be the group that all just turned up 
by themselves and got together minutes 
before the start? 

 
There will be an interval when refreshment 

goodies will be available to buy. 
Hot Dogs, Cheese and Nachos and drinks. 

 
Tickets and more details available  

from Jackie K. or Jamie 
 

Please come prepared to be generous  
and to have fun! 

Are You A 
Brainiac?  

7.30 to 9.00 pm  
Saturday 2nd 

February  
HCC Stalybridge Road 

Chapel, Mottram  

On my recent trip to south east Spain in 
November backpacking through Europeôs only 
desert, I read Psalm 5, and had a quite 
overwhelming feeling that the Lord revealed a 
prophetic word for our congregation in verses 11 
and 12,  
 

óBut let all who take refuge in you rejoice;  
let them ever sing for joy,  

and spread your protection over them,  
that those who love your name may exult in you.  

For you bless the righteous, O LORD;  
you cover him with favour as with a shield.ô  

 
I wanted to share this with you, as after weighing 
and praying over this, I feel the Lord has 
impressed upon me to share these verses with the 
church family at Hope Community Church for this 
new season we find ourselves in.  
 
Charles Spurgeon in his óTreasury of David' 
commentary on the Psalms has this to say about 
these verses,  
 
ñjoy is the privilege of the believer.... and the 
blessing of the righteous is a promise of infinite 
length, of unbounded breadth and of unutterable 
preciousness.... and that the shield is not for the 
defence of any particular part of the body, as 
almost all the other pieces are but is intended for 
the defence of the whole body... Thus, faith, is an 
armour upon armour, a grace that preserves all 
the other graces.ò  

 
May the good Lord bless you all, 

Andrew Mans 

Andrew shared this Scripture with Peter 
Copestake and myself on his return from 
Spain.  
 
I think Andrew is right: there is something in these 
verses that we as Hope Community Church need 
to lay hold of by faith: we can keep looking 
confidently to God for his shelter from the storms 
and spiritual oppression that many of our number 
are experiencing at the moment.  
 
What a ñholy overshadowingò is ours in Christ, and 

what divine favour it is that 
our Fatherôs mighty 
shieldôs surrounds us his 
children! Let us boast in 
his name alone!!ò 
 
Every blessing ï Martyn 




